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CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 
 

Another year has flown by and LepSoc Africa have, once again, been very active. Some of our achievements and 

aspirations are outlined below: 
 

One of the Society’s largest undertakings in recent years was April’s Lepidoptera Workshop in Madagascar. 

LepSoc Africa were involved in, or represented at, three previous Afrotropical Lepidoptera Workshops: Kenya in 

1997, Ghana in 2011 and Uganda in 2014. The Madagascar Conference was the first one that we had organised 

and hosted ourselves and I’m pleased to say that it was a resounding success. Forty-five delegates (the maximum 

number that could be accommodated) attended the conference and these included approximately fifteen South 

African delegates, five Malagasy representatives with the remaining number coming primarily from Europe. 
 

The Workshop included a week of talks and fieldwork within Ranomafana National Park, followed by an 

expedition to the central and southwest parts of the island. Generally, the butterflies were flying in good numbers 

(we had a few rainy days at Ranomafana - the presentations being adjusted accordingly!) and the responses that 

I’ve received have been overwhelmingly favourable. Our preliminary report is due in April: not all the taxonomic 

work will be complete by this stage, but I’m certain that the Workshop will result in several new species-

descriptions and significantly increase our knowledge of Lepidoptera in Madagascar. In addition new friends and 

acquaintances have been made and a relationship between LepSoc Africa and our local research partners, the 

University of Antananarivo, has been established. 
 

Further achievements for the Society this year included the completion of a Handbook (a reference manual for all 

aspects of LepSoc Africa business), a consolidated inventory of our book-stock, the implementation of an on-line 

shopping section to the website and several other improvements to our business management and corporate 

governance structures. 
 

Plans for LepSoc Africa in 2019 include an application to SARS for Public Benefit Organisation (PBO) status (if 

successful we will subsequently be able to furnish donors with tax exemption certificates for donations) and a 

focus on further growth of the Society’s membership.  
 

On the projects side, SALCA and Karoo BioGaps are practically complete and LepSoc Africa received 

complimentary reviews for our work in both these undertakings. LepiMAP has had a near-record year and the 

Caterpillar Rearing Group continues to rewrite the book regarding life histories of many Lepidoptera families. 

The Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity (BED) project is committed to producing a report in April and is apparently 

on track to do this. The Aloeides Project - running in parallel with BED - has made solid progress and we hope to 

publish an initial paper after the completion of the 2019–2020 season. The Kedestes Project (co-funded by the 

Brenton Blue Trust and led by Louise Baldwin), is making solid progress in securing the future of the Barber’s 

Cape Flats Ranger (Kedestes barberae bunta) and the False Bay Unique Ranger (Kedestes lenis lenis). 
 

The structure and reporting of the COREL project is being looked at, with a view to making the system more 

inclusive and introducing Branch Chairman as regional provincial coordinators. Subsequent to SALCA, the 

number of Critically Endangered and Endangered butterflies has risen to 59. 
 

Locally, the year started (at least for the Highveld branch of LSA), with the annual February braai at Hermann 

Staude’s farm near Magaliesburg. In addition to this event, Hermann presented a series of bimonthly talks at 

Ruimsig Country Club, Roodepoort. Since LepSoc Africa Council decided to discontinue using the term 

“buttermoth” (“butterflies” apply to all families of Lepidoptera and have a really positive public image), and 

Hermann has been introducing us all to the wonderful diversity of the Lepidoptera. 
 

LepSoc Africa and its members have actively contributed to several public butterfly awareness initiatives, such 

as May’s Yebo Gogga Exhibition at Wits University. Individuals who have contributed to public awareness and 

promotion of the Society in 2018 include Reinier Terblanche, Andre Coetzer, Jan Praet, Peter Webb, Hermann 

Staude, Andrew Morton, Steve Woodhall and Kevin Cockburn. Apologies to those of you who I may have 

forgotten! 
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Our annual Conference and AGM was held at Hermannsburg School, KwaZulu-Natal, in September. Kevin and 

Stella Cockburn arranged proceedings and we had a thoroughly enjoyable and thought-provoking symposium. 

There was some earnest discussion at the AGM regarding the future of the Society and a perceived shortage of 

new members and an impression that the average age of our membership is growing. Bennie Coetzer undertook 

to frame a marketing strategy and LSA Council is committed to thoroughly investigating new and sustainable 

growth initiatives this year. 
 

The LepSoc Africa newsletter, African Butterfly News, reporting on newsworthy aspects of African Butterflies, 

continues to go from strength to strength. There is more than enough material to maintain a bimonthly newsletter, 

although unfortunately I still have to trawl Facebook for material and coerce members into submitting photos and 

news reports... 
 

Sadly, during the course of 2018 we lost three outstanding lepidopterists and all-round good guys, Rob Dickinson, 

Dave McDermott and Cameron McMaster. Dave in particular had been a stalwart of the Society and was the 

Secretary of LepSoc Africa and the Highveld Butterfly Club for several years. 
 

Climate change in Southern Africa is a reality and is seriously impacting on many butterfly populations. Several 

critically endangered species were either not recorded in 2018, or were seen in very small numbers. Examples 

include the Waterberg Copper (Erikssonia edgei) – only two specimens recorded in January – and the Brenton 

Blue (Orachrysops niobe) with a small emergence in November 2017, but no further records during this calendar 

year, following the climate-induced devastating fires in the Knysna area. 
 

We have therefore introduced a butterfly monitoring system (Butterfly Index) to try and get a handle on long term 

trends regarding general butterfly numbers. Let’s hope that we will look back at 2018 as an unusually tough year 

and that that 2019 will be considerably better!  
 

Last, but certainly not least, Metamorphosis has had another stellar year in terms of quality and production: Mark 

Williams and Dave Edge (Editor and sub-Editor respectively, are to be congratulated on the completion of this 

year’s journal, which is the largest, by volume, since it became an annual publication. 
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